
 
 

 

Southwood Park Association Board Meeting – July 10, 2013 
 

1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve McCord at 7:06 pm. 
 

2. Roll Call – Establishment of a Board Quorum 
a. Members Present: 

Kelly Benton  Cheryl McCarthy 
Joe Henry  David Goodman 
Pat Thomson  Blaise Moore 
Steve McCord  Diane Dickson 
Lisa Oberlin  Kelli Showalter 

b. Members Absent: Charles Northrop, Brooks Beatty, Andrew Boxberger, Lori Keys, 
Brittney Collins 

c. Guests in Attendance: Kathy Stone, Dave Bergeron 
 

3. Presentation of the Agenda – Unanimously accepted. 
 

4. Open Forum & resident concerns – people have been complaining we are the last ones to get the 
trees cut down. A newspaper article said neighborhoods may be able to negotiate a "group 
discount" for having trees cut down on personal property and in park strips, but the association 
isn't interested in trying to collect monies for that task. It would be a lot of work. There also seem 
to be a lot of weeds in the neighborhood, probably due to all the rain. If you see a property that 
looks out of control, phone 311 to report it. 
 

5. Acceptance of May 2013 Minutes – Unanimously accepted. Kelly will start emailing the minutes 
to all the board members after the meeting. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report – Cheryl McCarthy 
Between May 6 and June 13, we had $1015 in income and spent $3210. Our balance as of June 
13 is $34,935. Unanimously accepted. 

 
7. Committee Business 

a. Beautification – Pat Thomson 
Someone set off fireworks or something that took out a bunch of foliage on the west 
side of the roundabout. Pat has already bought supplies and fixed it. 

b. Membership – Steve McCord 
i. Block Party Report (David & Lisa): Things are coming along great. The picnic will 

run from 4-7pm 
1. Grounds (Steve, David, Brooks): Blaise has measured the space 

between the lights for the tent. 
2. Food (Charles, Kathy, Lisa, Dave): Blaise is taking care of the cookies. 

Kathy and Dave are handling everything else. Charles will bring the grill 
and everyone will take turns cooking. 



3. Info Table, Permit, and Publicity (Pat, Cheryl, Kelly, Steve): Pat has 
taken care of the permit. Steve has 100 SWP brochures to pass out at 
the information table. There will also be a jar for people to make 
donations. David will display recent photos of Award Homes. We will 
hand-deliver the newsletter, which will include an article about the 
picnic and “thank you”s to our sponsors. Steve will deliver the 
newsletters to volunteers by July 27th to pass out. Any additions to the 
newsletter should be to Steve by next Wednesday morning. 

4. Entertainment (Blaise, Joe, Kelli): There will be a clown, a balloon 
artist, a bike parade, and possibly a fire truck 

5. Floaters and Cleanup (Brittney, Diane, Lori, Andrew) 
c. Nomination – there are five board members whose term is up after this year. Everyone 

who runs must be up to date on their dues. 
 

8. Continuing Business 
a. SWAP Reports 

i. Joe attended the March meeting. It was right after the shooting, so the Sheriff 
was there. He talked about crime and praised our neighborhood. A 
representative from 311 was there and talking about what they do. 

ii. Diane attended the May meeting. They talked about painting fire hydrants 
yellow. They discussed the Great American Cleanup. They stressed not leaving 
valuables in unlocked cars. It raises insurance rates for the neighborhood 
association. There was a great deal of discussion about a regional 
neighborhood conference. 

iii. Cheryl attended the June meeting. They voted against the regional 
neighborhood conference idea. Geoff Paddock was there talking about how 
they trimmed a lot from the city budget. They are really pushing high speed rail 
for Fort Wayne. The crime rate went up 22% for the summer so far. He asked 
that people mow lawns for houses that may be vacant—it prevents squatters, 
meth labs, and other crime. They’re about halfway done cutting down the 
6,000+ trees in the southwest quadrant.  

b. Other Comments 
i. If you stop a street sweeper and ask nicely, they will clean your alley. 
ii. Steve will do a newsletter write-up about yard upkeep. 

iii. You can call 311 for alley and easement weeds as well as front yards. 
 

9. New Business - None 
 

10. Adjournment – 8:05pm, the next meeting with be the second Wednesday in September. 

 
 


