
Friends 
of the Parks

Grab your 
hat 

and come 
celebrate

Fort Wayne 
parks
and the 

landscape 
legacy 

of 
George Kessler

Join your Friends
for an educational luncheon and celebration

Hat Luncheon

Thursday, April 29th
11:30 am to 1:30 pm

Lunch served at 12:00 pm

Fort Wayne Country Club
5221 Covington Road

With Special Guest Speakers
Camile Fife, The Westerly Group, Inc.

Megan Storrow, Storrow Kinsella Associates

$50 per person
or sponsor a table for $500 (seats eight)

Proceeds will benefit the 

Foster Park Fund
Please use the enclosed 

reply card and envelope to

rsvp by 
April 22nd



All proceeds from this year's event will go towards matching John Oldenkamp's 
generous $250,000 donation for Foster Park renovations. If you are unable to 

attend the luncheon, but would like to make a donation in support of 

the Friends of the Parks, please send a check payable to Friends of the 

Parks, c/o Donna Koehlinger, 16005 Canyon Ridge Road, Leo, IN 46765

In 1911, during the widespread City Beautiful Movement, Landscape Architect George 

Kessler presented an extraordinary vision to the Fort Wayne Board of Park Commissioners.  

Through simple changes to city streets and public spaces, Kessler proposed a beautiful 

parks and boulevard system for Fort Wayne.  He envisioned parkways along the rivers, 

tree-lined boulevards and new public parks for the enjoyment of all residents.  Rudisill 

Boulvard, McMillen Park, Franke Park, and most recently, Headwaters Park, are just 

a few of kessler's visions that have been realized in Fort Wayne over the past century.

This year the Hat Luncheon celebrates this unique legacy, and welcomes 

Camille Fife and Meg Storrow, the professionals who are preparing the 

National Register Nomination for Fort Wayne's Kessler Park and Boulevard System. 

We hope you will come learn about the origins of Fort Wayne's first city plan and 

what you can do to continue the legacy.

“It is now thoroughly recognized that no 
community can be just to itself if it neglects to 

make the most of its physical beauties.” 
– George Kessler, Landscape Architect

Headwaters Park



Camille Fife, President
The Westerly Group, Inc.

Madison, Indiana 

Meg Storrow, RLA, Principal
Storrow Kinsella Associates

Indianapolis, IN

Special Guest Speakers

Hat Luncheon

Foster Park

As president of The Westerly Group, Inc., a consulting 

firm specializing in historic preservation, Camille has 

authored many historical documents, including National 

Historic Landmark Nominations,  Cultural Landscape Reports, 

Historic Property Reports, Historic Sites and Structures 

Surveys, and National Register Nominations. Currently she is 

working on the National Register Nomination for the Parks 

and Boulevards of Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Camille will speak 

about the history of Fort Wayne's Park and Boulevard system.

Meg is a Landscape Architect and Principal of 

Storrow Kinsella Associates, a planning, urban design, 

and engineering firm, and is partnering with Camille 

on the National Register listing for the Fort Wayne His-

toric Park and Boulevard Nomination. Meg's philosophy 

is that historic systems planning, like that of Landscape 

Architect George Kessler, sets a high standard for 

today's planning and design efforts.  The focus of her talk 

will outline Kessler's Planning Principles and how they 

inspire not only Storrow Kinsella's work, but how they can 

inspire and influence future city planning in Fort Wayne.



Invitation Design by Annie Stoffel
Environmental Designer, Earth Source, Inc. 
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Courtesy of the Koehlinger Family



Hat Luncheon

Yes!  We/I would enjoy attending the 2010 Friends of the Parks Hat Luncheon 
on April 29th at the Fort Wayne Country Club.  Please reserve          seat(s) at 
$50 each and/or          table(s) (seats eight) at $500 each.  

Unfortunately, we/I cannot attend the event, but would like to contribute 
$               to help support the continued work of the Friends of the Parks.

Please send checks payable to Friends of the Parks of Allen County, 
inc., c/o Donna Koehlinger, 16005 Canyon Ridge Road, Leo, IN  46765.  
Envelope is included.         

For more information, please contact
Mary at 482-3732, or

Donna at 637-3847, D.koehlinger@mchsi.com

Name:
Address:
Phone:  email:

Your check is your reservation.  Proceeds from this year’s event will go towards 
matching John Oldenkamp’s generous $250,000 donation for Foster Park 
Renovations.   

I have special seating requests listed on the back of this paper.  (Please provide 
names, addresses and phone numbers of people you wish to be seated with.)


