
Mark these dates on 
your calendar if your 
garden is in need of 
dirt… Better than 
"dirt", it's Felger's 
best soil mix -
suitable for both 
lawns and gardens.  
 
This year, we'll have 
three locations from 
which to obtain dirt. 
These are Lexington 
at Beaver (full load), 
South Wayne at Ma-
ple Grove (half load),  
and Crestwood at 
Sunset (half load).  
 
Can you dig it?  

May 18th at 1pm at 
the roundabout ...  
 
Mark your calendar 
if you have a yen to 
help your neighbors 
remove Christmas 
lights, plant gerani-
ums, level sloping 
stone benches, rake, 
weed, shovel snow 
(just kidding).  
 
Please come and 
lend a garden-
gloved hand if you 
appreciate how 
swell our gardens 
have been looking 
lately.  

We now have nine     
garden locations and, 
although they've all be 
planted with tough, low-
maintenance plants, 
they will require weekly 
visits to keep them  
looking smart and loved.  
 
We already have a few 
families who have      
volunteered to tend    
gardens near their 
homes but we can       
always use more for 
back-up, etc. If you've 
already volunteered or 
you'd like to, please   
contact Pat Thomson 
(456-7468 or              
patty47@comcast.net) 
about getting a bit of 
training on the fine art 
of deadheading daylilies 
and (NOT) daffodils.  

A Great Place to Live April 2008 

Upcoming Events: 

• May 3, Dirt Day 

• May 7, Board Meeting 

• June 7, Garage Sale 

• July 9, Board Meeting 

• August 9, 2nd Garage 
Sale 

• June 2009, Southwood 
Park/ARCH Home and 
Garden Tour 

• Meetings are in the 
Prince Kaboo Room 
in the Eicher Com-
mons at Taylor Uni-
versity and begin at 
7PM.    Enter through 
the right-hand double 
doors on the south 
side of the building.       
Residents invited! 
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Special GREEN Issue 

Street trees from the City are available for $25;  Applications at City’s website. 

Dirt Day 
May 3rd  
(rain day May 10th) 

     Our part of Fort Wayne is at its best this time of year. Foster Park will soon be at its 
full glory and many of us will be out in our yards making them look their best for the 
coming warm months. 
    Since our minds are wondering to the greening flowers and trees, this is an excellent 
time to have the Southwood Park News focus on green topics. Please enjoy the guest arti-
cles from neighbors. Take a close look at the Association notices for upcoming activities.  
Thank you to Pat Thomson, Dick Beam and Angie Quinn for their contributions! 
    As a reminder, the neighborhood is yours. The stronger your involvement is, the 
stronger the neighborhood will be! We hope to see you at Beautification Day or an       
upcoming Board Meeting. 
    Steve McCord, Board President 

Beautification 
Day 
May 18th 

Volunteer  
Gardener 
Training 



As I worked on the final draft of the       
national register nomination for Southwood 
Park on a fine, sunny, April day, my      
concentration was interrupted by the sound 
of chain saws. My neighbor had hired a 
company to remove two healthy shagbark 
hickory trees in their back yard. This is 
against the covenants of the Southwood 
Park Community Association that been in 
place since the development of the subdivi-
sion by Hilgeman & Schaaf in 1917. The 
preservation of trees is a significant feature 
of the neighborhood, and their loss affects 
the historic integrity.  
Excerpts from the National Register 
Nomination:  
“Much of the Southwood Park Historic  
District was platted with deed restrictions 
and covenants, including setback and utility 
easements, as well as several novel items 
not commonly found in others develop-
ments in Fort Wayne at that time. A con-
cern for the existing flora and fauna and 
unique topography of the site, as well as 
adaptations to automobiles are reflected in 
several of the provisions, such as the con-
servation of trees and regulations involving 
grading of lots.” 
“The Company reserved the right to estab-
lish the grading for each lot; and forbade 
the removal of trees: ‘No trees while in 
good condition shall be cut down, destroyed 
or mutilated, except as may be necessary 
for the construction of a dwelling house and 
its appertunances.’” 
“The woodland trees present at the develop-
ment of Southwood Park are still present. 
Dominant native species include white and 
red oaks, shagbark hickory, sugar maple, 
poplar and other upland hardwoods. Large 
numbers of american elm were lost during 
the mid-twentieth century. The site/system 
of mature, hardwood trees throughout the 
Southwood Park Historic District consti-
tutes a contributing site in the district.” 
“Hilgeman & Schaaf incorporated on 
March 28, 1912, and included Frank H. 
Hilgeman, Albert H. Schaaf and Harry H. 
Hilgemann as directors and incorporators. 
These Fort Wayne natives had expertise in 
different fields, yet shared an interest in 
community growth and development, de-
sign, and conservation of landscape re-
sources. Frank Hilgeman was born in 1873, 
in Allen County, and his brothers included 
circuit court judge Harry H. Hilgemann and 
Dr. Victor H. Hilgemann. [Frank Hilgeman 
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dropped the final “n” of his name as an 
adult] All were prominent citizens of Fort 
Wayne, and strong advocates for conserva-
tion of natural areas. In 1922 Harry and 
Victor Hilgemann led the formation of the 
Allen County Chapter of the Isaak Walton 
League.”  
“In July, 1917, Carl Getz, the City Forester 
and Superintendent of the Fort Wayne 
Parks Department resigned his position to 
become an employee of Hilgeman & 
Schaaf, bringing administration skills to the 
organization, as well as expertise in land-
scape gardening and forestry. Getz was 
a1912 graduate of Purdue in Forestry… His 
expertise in arboriculture also would serve 
the company well, as he helped to deter-
mine which trees would be retained as the 
roads were laid out…Hilgeman & Schaaf 
also secured the services of civil engineer 
Adolf Hofer, a 1916 graduate of Purdue 
University, and native of Fort Wayne.” 
“Hofer and Getz arranged the lots to maxi-
mize retention of mature trees in wooded 
sections, and to create grand parkway 
boulevards where land had already been 
cleared. They incorporated the use of vari-
able park strips, wide triangular open park 
spaces, island open park spaces, and a vari-
able building line to achieve the outstanding 
park-like setting of the subdivision.” 

-------------- 
Beginning in 1917 with the development 
company, and continuing with the      
Southwood Park Community Association 
beginning in 1921, our deed covenants state 
that permission is required prior to removal 
of any trees in the neighborhood.  
When tree removal is necessary in South-
wood Park, a plan should be developed for 
replacing the lost assets. As the consultant 
hired by the City of Fort Wayne to       
document the historic significance of the  
Southwood Park Historic District, and as a 
long time resident, I would also urge the 
Southwood Park Community Association to 
mandate that replacements of similar spe-
cies be planted whenever trees are removed.   
Wildwood Park --the only other historic 
neighborhood in northeastern Indiana with 
covenants protecting the trees--is currently 
creating a formal regulation regarding the 
number, size and species of trees to be 
planted when their mature trees are lost.    
In order to maintain our historic woodland 
trees, Southwood Park should create a  
similar plan. 

Recycling for earth-friendly CFL light bulbs is available at Connolly’s Do-It-Best hardware. 

Tree Removal in Southwood Park is 
historically restricted - - -  
Guest Column and Opinion by Angie Quinn 

Earlier this year, FEMA came to check on 
any damage we might have had to our 
property back in January 2008. I assured 
them we had none. I showed all the flood 
prevention efforts we made at our house. 
They requested that I make them known 
to all the neighborhood. Here are some of 
the things we have done: 
 
The number one effort we have made at 
preventing flood damage occurred was 
when we had a backup (I will call it a flap-
per) installed in the sewer line on our 
property back about 40 feet behind our 
house. It is nothing more than a gate valve 
that shuts the line down when water tries 
to backup from the river to our basement.  
 
The little bit of water still entering our 
basement pit that is easily handled with 
one sump pump. However, we do have two 
sump pumps in our pit. A second one is 
designed to take over in case the first one 
fails. In the July 2003 flood, I observed 
some neighbors having multiple pumps 
each working at the same time. We had 
one pump working for fifteen seconds, then 
it would be off for forty-five seconds and 
then back on for fifteen seconds, etc. The 
water never exceeded our pit. Our cost in 
1991 for this system was about $2950. I 
understand the cost today is around 
$4000. Believe me it brings peace of mind 
during a flood.  
 
The second most important tool we used to 
fight floods was installing a second com-
mercial size sump pump in our pit. We 
hired a contractor to install these pumps 
permanently by running pipe up from the 
pumps, then along the ceiling and finally 
out of the basement to the back of our 
house.  
  
Thirdly, we saw the need of getting this 
water pumped out of the pit away from the 
house so we would not be pumping the 
same waters over and over again. We 
routed the  pipe coming out of the base-
ment onto this patio so the water does not 
land on earth until it is twenty feet or so 
away from the house. We also discon-
nected all our downspouts from the sewer 
lines and routed them a great distance 
away from our house so as to reduce the 
demand on our sump pumps in  
the basement. 
 
A generator is insurance in case of power 
failure. 

Home-grown flood 
control - - -  
Guest Column by Dick Beam 
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We'll be posting 
House of the 
Month signs at 
two outstanding 
homes as soon a 
the snow melts 
(right) and the 
ground thaws in 
April.  

Board and Beautification Committee member Jeff 
McCarthy and has wife Cheryl are the folks to 
contact when you want to nominate a house for 
this honor. Call 458-9265 to reach either 
McCarthy. Self-nominations are fine with us and 
welcome; nominations of the homes of board mem-
bers are not.  

The Greenway will be closed from Hartman to the  
Expressway during floodwall construction, which is 
expected to last until the end of October. If you have 
questions, please direct them to Ron Sheppard, the 
construction manager. He can be reached at 744-4359. 
————————————————————————— 
Dreamlawn Fertilizing will be applying a liquid fertilizer/
pre-emergent weed treatment on our Roundabout and      
Esplanades. They will be planting pink flags to tell us so. 
Please keep yourself, your children and your pets off the 
lawns until the flags are removed the next day. 
———————————————————————————– 
Tacoma Avenue Improvement Petitions ... for the 2 
blocks between Pettit and Sherwood Terrace are now in the 
hands of the City and will be active requests for the next 
three years. On the City's recommendation, considering 
budgetary realities, the petitions for the two blocks between 
Sherwood Terrace and Pasadena will be held back for a 
year. In March, John Gevers and Pat Thomson took           
advantage of Mayor Henry's first Night In event to meet 
with His Honor to request his support for this project. Cross 
your fingers.  
———————————————————————————— 
The Mess on the Roundabout—–Between March snow-
storms the mess of deep muddy tire tracks on the round-
about lawn was revealed and we know it's upset a lot of resi-
dents. The repairs will (hopefully) be done by the time you 
read this, but I just wanted to share the following informa-
tion. We spoke last year with the Parks Department about 
this constant challenge (lawn v. wayward drivers) and 
learned that anyone caught in the act will be pursued by for 
repair costs. So, if you should see a roundabout curb jumper 
that does damage, please get a license number to pass on to 
a board member. Thanks!  

Reduce CO2 emissions by patronizing nearby businesses. 

Ads in this 
newsletter 
are $35 for a 
quarter page 
or $10 for a 
business 
card.  
E-mail us 
with your 
ads! 

Notes and notices 

Puzzler 

Nobody responded to the last puz-
zler, so we’ll run it again. The 
weather in February wasn’t good 
for walking the neighborhood on a 
visual scavenger hunt.  
 
We know how many squirrels there 
are in this forested part of town.  
How many of you have seen this 
squirrel in the neighborhood:  
where is it? 
 
Send your answers to:  
Southwood_Park@yahoo.com.  
We’ll list correct answers in the next newsletter. 

A rain garden is a landscaped area planted with na-
tive plants and flowers that soaks up rain water. The 
garden can be a destination for water coming from a 
downspout or parking area. Rain gardens are being 
recognized around the country as one of a number of 
ways to better manage both the quantity and quality 
of urban storm water runoff. 
  
Fort Wayne City Utilities has created a Rain Garden 
Guide that provides more information about rain gar-
dens and gives simple ideas for building a rain garden 
in your back yard.  
 
Search “rain garden” at cityoffortwayne.org for a 
link to the Rain Garden guide. 
 
Another thing you might consider researching are 
rain barrels. Diverting your downspout to catch rain 
water for garden use can preserve clean water         
resources and your wallet at the same time.  
 
Your plants will love it! 

Rain gardens and rain barrels 



NAME     ADDRESS    TELEPHONE    
Colleen Condron                                    4239 Beaver Avenue   745-4662 
Kevin Erb, Nominations  4206 Tacoma Avenue   745-9987 
Lynn Giant, Membership  1310 Westover Road   456-1413 
Ryan Keirns, Secretary   4801 Indiana Avenue   745-5199 
Seth Keirns    4620 Beaver Avenue   456-8090 
John Kowalczyk, Treasurer  4745 Hartman Road   744-6961 
Jeff McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue   458-9265 
Steve McCord, President  4125 Indiana Avenue   745-8070 
Kirk Miller    1141 Westover Road   413-3218 
Steve Nagy    4330 Pembroke Lane   456-1670 
Deborah Sheray , Membership  1304 West Sherwood Terrace  744-5479 
Tom Steigmeyer    4631 Indiana Avenue   744-3552 
Pat Thomson, Beautification  1321 Sunset Drive   456-7468 
Paul Veldman, Vice-President  4305 Drury Lane   745-9251 
Dave Wuellner    4535 Old Mill Road   456-6602 

Board of Directors 
Questions? Email us at Southwood_Park@yahoo.com . 
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Ask any of these people how you can be involved in your Association. 

Association-Wide 
Garage Sales: 

June 7th and August 9th 
We will advertise in Fort Wayne Newspapers 
and place directional signs. Put out balloons to 

show shoppers you are participating. 


