
SOUTHWOOD PARK 
NEWS  

www.SouthwoodPark.org 

Street or alley lights out? Don’t be in the dark, call 311. 

(please give them an address and pole number) 

Why an online 
newsletter? 
The Southwood Park News 
has gone green. Green as in 
no paper and no money 
spent. Here are the ways we 
can keep in touch:           
Our WEBSITE. 

Our FACEBOOK group. 
“Historic Southwood Park 
Neighborhood”.  

Our E-MAIL list. Send an 
e-mail to Southwood_Park 

@yahoo.com (include your 
name and address, please) to 
receive news by e-mail. 

The next printed edition will 
be in the late fall.  

Please consider printing and 
sharing a copy if you have 
neighbors who do not have 
computer access. 

A Great Place to Live 

Upcoming Events: 

• September 25—
Fort4Fitness Half Marathon, 
same route as 2009 

• October 1—Return date 
for board candidate ques-
tionnaires 

• October 24—Beautification 
Day, beginning at the    
Roundabout, 1PM 

• November 3—Board Meet-
ing at the Friendly Fox, 7PM 

• November, TBA—Holiday 
lighting crew of volunteers 
at the Roundabout 

• December, TBA—Dues 
notices and ballots to be 
mailed. 

September 2010 

Tacoma Avenue Street Tree Replacements 
     The sidewalk and curb improvements on the 4600 and 4700 blocks of Tacoma 
Avenue have begun.  The street trees* being removed WILL BE REPLACED IN 
EQUAL NUMBER (about 25), just NOT with street trees on Tacoma.  The Forestry 
Dept. already has plans to plant more trees on the Tacoma 4700 block esplanade 
and on the South Wayne esplanade.  Please contact me (Pat Thomson, 456-7468) if 
you have a suggestion for locating another new tree in a public area in the neighbor-
hood .  I have already received requests for two additional street trees (one on 
Prange and one on Pasadena).  

     * Sadly, the Tacoma park strips are not suitable for trees.  It happens that 70% of 
the trees being removed on Tacoma's park strips and esplanade are Ash trees that 
are in decline due to the Emerald Ash Borer infestation.   It takes about three years 
for an infested Ash tree to die.  Our neighborhood has over 300 Ash street trees 
and many in decline have been marked for removal.  Please also read the article on 
Ash trees and the Emerald Ash Borer in this e-newsletter. 

Emerald Ash Borer Update 
     This has been a tough summer for all trees in our city, but the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infestation of Ash 
trees has really become obvious.   Every block in our neighborhood has at least one Ash tree that is showing the 
signs: a sparse canopy and erratic new growth sprouting from the lower trunk.   

     There are solutions: remove a failing Ash tree or treat a still healthy tree to protect it.   

     Our Parks Department is doing its bit for the street and esplanade Ash  trees.   Last year they treated all Ash 
trees. This year it became clear that many street trees were beyond treatment.  Healthy trees were treated but 
sick ones were marked on the trunk with an orange dot to identify those that the Parks Department will be 
removing within the year.  Removal is vital as you will learn if you watch the seminar ... dead trees can fall very 
easily.  Removed street trees will not automatically be replaced but you can apply to the street tree program to 
get a replacement starting April 1, 2011. 

     To Learn more: http://breeze.msu.edu/p25339756/ is the link to a very informative 1 hour web-based semi-
nar for homeowners on the Emerald Ash Borer. If you have an ash tree on your property you need to watch 
this. Also, our own Parks Department web site has information on the EAB at 

http://www.fortwayneparks.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=143&Itemid=213 

     Of course, this challenge has really strained the Parks Department budget.  You can help by donating to the 
Emerald Ash Borer trust (tax-deductable) on the Parks Department's "Donate" page at https://
register.fortwayneparks.org/wbwsc/webtrac.wsc/wbps0330.html 
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Our Award Homes for September 
 
 
Here at 4316 Pembroke, 
Cathy Niemeyer and David 
Griebel have lovely ferns and 
flowers.  The color of this 
two story home shows off the 
beautiful reds and greens of all 
the window boxes, planters 
and hangings, which definitely 
compliment each 
other.  Thank you Cathy and 
David for keeping your home 
so beautiful! 

 

 

 

 

4633 Crestwood is a home in a less traveled area of our neighborhood, but what a sight to see.  Greg and 
Kelli Lee are the new 
owners of this elegant 
home.  They've put a lot 
of work and TLC into 
her already.  New 
windows, a new fence 
and a new roof are just 
some of the things 
they've already 
done.  We're excited to 
see how much further 
this home's fix-ups will 
be.  Congratulations to 
the Lee's for their new 
home and being winners 
of our award! 

 

 - Cheryl McCarthy 
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DO: 

• Watch out for your 
neighbors. 

• Report burned out street 
and alley lights 

• Phone 911 when you see 
crime taking place. 

• Enter the number of the 
FWPD Desk Sergeant, 427-
1222, in your phone’s speed 
dial. By the time you look it 
up in the phonebook, it will 
be too late! 

We live in a safe neighborhood. 
But there are thieves in even the 
safest of places. 

DON’T: 

• Keep items like GPS, iPods 
or other electronics in your 
car. 

• Leave any valuables in your 
car, like purses, even if they 
are tucked under the seat. 

• Leave your car unlocked. 

• Leave a garage door opener 
in a visible place, especially if 
you have an attached garage. 

 

 

 

As you can imagine, the questions 
board members are asked take in many 
different topics. 

 

We get questions about street lights, 
dog poop, roaming cats, peeling paint 
and yards that haven’t been mowed in 
months, just to name a few topics. 
Most of the time, we are able to    
answer these types of questions with: 
“Phone 311!” 

People have a real aversion to phoning 
the City for help. 

 

Maybe people don’t want to get some-

one else “in trouble”. Maybe some 
people don’t know about “311”. And I 
suspect that many more residents 
never ask anybody about where to 
turn for help with annoyances minor 
and major. 

 

If you are one of those people (and 
we’ve all been hesitant to pick up the 
phone at some point), consider the 
following: 

• Calling 311 is easy and quick. 

• Calling 311 is anonymous. If you 
report a code violation, they don’t 
ask for your name. 

The exception is safety and crime. Call 
911 or the FWPD Desk Sergeant at 
427-1222 immediately! 

 

We have fielded calls or e-mails about 
thieves that were trying to open car 
doors along the street. People hesitate 
to phone the police, and sometimes 
think twice about it the next day.  

 

Don’t hesitate! Call 911! 

 

Crimes of opportunity 

The phone doesn’t bite... 
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Southwood Park has lots and lots of photo ops ... I'm thinking of our gardens: yours, your neighbors', our  
pocket gardens.  Send your favorite digital garden pictures to southwood_park@yahoo.com  

by September 30th and we'll post them in our next enewsletter for a neighborhood vote.  Winner gets 
bragging rights. 

 

(By submitting photos for the contest, contributors are allowing Historic Southwood Park fair use of 
those photos on our website or promotional material. Ownership of the images remains with the      
photographer.) 

 

To get your digital juices flowing, here's a few examples: 

 

Got a Camera?  Let's Have a Contest! 
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Get out and cheer on the runners as they battle the 13.1 mile Half Marathon course! There were many 
Southwood Park residents out with flags, music and signs last year. It was a lot of fun and it gave a great 
impression of our beautiful neighborhood to thousands of people from all over Indiana and the Midwest. 

 

Remember to move your cars from the street if you live on the race route (see map). Please avoid driving 
during the morning hours if at all possible or park in an area where you won’t be trapped by the race. 

 

Fort 4 Fitness returns on September 25! 
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This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newslet-
ter as a promotional tool is that you 
can reuse content from other mar-
keting materials, such as press re-
leases, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distribut-
ing a newsletter might be to sell 
your product or service, the key to a 
successful newsletter is making it 
useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 
your newsletter is to develop and 
write your own articles, or include a 
calendar of upcoming events or a 
special offer that promotes a new 
product. 

You can also research articles or 
find “filler” articles by accessing the 
World Wide Web. You can write 
about a variety of topics but try to 
keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 
newsletter can also be used for your 
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers 
a simple way to convert your news-
letter to a Web publication. So, 
when you’re finished writing your 
newsletter, convert it to a Web site 
and post it. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-
sands of clip art images from which 
you can choose and import into your 
newsletter. There are also several 
tools you can use to draw shapes 
and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, 
place it close to the article. Be sure 
to place the caption of the image 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 
important part of adding content to 
your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask 
yourself if the picture supports or 
enhances the message you’re trying 
to convey. Avoid selecting images 
that appear to be out of context. 

near the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside S tory Headlin e 

Inside Story Headline 

Caption describing picture 
or graphic. 

ternally, you might comment upon 
new procedures or improvements to 
the business. Sales figures or earn-
ings will show how your business is 
growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 
that is updated every issue, for in-
stance, an advice column, a book 
review, a letter from the president, 
or an editorial. You can also profile 
new employees or top customers or 

vendors. This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 
newsletters is virtually endless. You 
can include stories that focus on 
current technologies or innovations 
in your field. 

You may also want to note business 
or economic trends, or make predic-
tions for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed in-

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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“To catch  the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 



The Historic Southwood Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 12991; Fort Wayne, IN 46866-2991 

Be involved! Make civic pride neighborhood wide! 

The Board of Directors will 
hold its next meeting 
Wednesday November 3rd 
at 7PM. The meeting will be 
in the Friendly Fox Meeting 
Room, 4001 South Wayne 
Avenue. 

 

The first item on the 
agenda is always resident 
concerns. Your issues and 
ideas are discussed at the 
top of the meeting. 

Steve McCord 

Board Meeting 
on November 1 

We're a pretty friendly, non-
confrontational group and we 
welcome new members.   

 

If you're interested in taking part 
in the workings of your 
neighborhood, please contact 
Jeff McCarthy (456-9265), Deb 
Sheray (744-5479), Allen 
Loechner (456-0330) or Pat 
Thomson (456-7468) by       
October 1.  Thanks! 

We are looking for a few good 
neighbors to become board 
members.  We're always in need 
of people with skills that will   
enhance the board, e.g.,   ac-
counting, legal, gardening/
landscaping, social event planning, 
computer skills, city government 
experience, photography, etc.   

 

The normal term is three years, 
but we also have two shorter 
terms to backfill this 
year.  Nominee requirements are 
few: that you cannot be behind 
on your neighborhood dues   
payments and that you can attend 
six Wednesday evening meetings 
per year (at The Friendly Fox).   

Wanted: New Board Members 

NAME     ADDRESS    TELEPHONE    

Dick Beam     1345 West Sherwood Terrace   456-5471 

Andrew Boxberger    4730 Beaver Avenue    423-9411 

Colleen Condron                                     4239 Beaver Avenue    745-4662 

Ryan Keirns, Secretary   4801 Indiana Avenue    745-5199 

Lori Keys     804 West Maple Grove Avenue   317-431-6233 

Cheryl McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue    458-9265  

Jeff McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue    458-9265 

Steve McCord, President   4125 Indiana Avenue    745-8070 

Kirk Miller     1141 Westover Road    413-3218 

Steve Nagy, Treasurer   4330 Pembroke Lane    456-1670 

Deborah Sheray, Welcoming Chair  1304 West Sherwood Terrace   744-5479 

Tom Steigmeyer    4631 Indiana Avenue    744-3552 

Pat Thomson, V.P., Beautification  1321 Sunset Drive    456-7468 

Paul Veldman    4305 Drury Lane    745-9251 

Board of Directors 
Questions? Email us at Southwood_Park@yahoo.com . 
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