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Association 90th Anniversary Celebration Spirits 
not Dampened by Rain 

It was a great time at the 
90th Anniversary        
Celebration for the      
Historic Southwood Park 
Neighborhood             
Association. 

Despite the rain that 
closed in, about 150 
neighbors came together 
to socialize on the     
Westover Road esplanade 
on August 20th. We    
enjoyed music from U & I. 
Folks sampled the tables of 
goodies from neighbor-
hood vendors Pembroke 
Bakery, Chuck and Birds, 

and the Friendly Fox. Of course, it wouldn’t be a summer picnic without hotdogs from the grill, 
too… 

There was a kids bicycle parade that included an adult “bike float” entry from the Friendly Fox. The 
face painting was a big hit. And the Chalk Walk was very popular while the street stayed dry enough 
for the artists. The adults enjoyed the neighborhood baking contest, won by Deb Beckman.  Many 
people stuck out the soft rain for quite a while and spirits weren’t dampened at all. The kids really 
enjoyed the simple pleasure of playing in the summer rain! Sometimes, it’s easy to forget what that 
was like… 

While the kids would have kept playing, we did pack up a little 
earlier than seven when there was a little rumble of thunder. 
You’ll be happy to know that the unopened food will be donated 
to the Fort Wayne Rescue Mission. This event was a big enough 
success to convince us to hold another Block Party next      
summer. We’ll sing “Happy Birthday” for our grand old        

association when it turns 91! 

CELEBRATING OUR NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY AS AN ASSOCIATION - - - 1921-2011 

Who ya gonna call? 

Crimes in progress, fires 
(even nuisance burning): 
911 

Noise violations and other 
nuisances - FWPD Desk    
Sergeant: 427-1222 

Any other City-related 
question, such as missed 
trash pickup, abandoned 
cars, city code violations, 
weeds, or requesting a   
recycling bin: 311 

APS Security Patrol for 
home vacation checks:   
747-7700  

Do NOT call APS or a Board 
member about a suspicious 
person or crime in progress—
Call 911 immediately! 

A Great Place to Live 

Upcoming Events: 

• September 17—St. John the 
Baptist Parish Festival 

• September 18—Friends of 
the Parks Ice Cream Social 

• September 24—Fort4Fitness 
Half Marathon and 10K Run 

• September 30— Filing date 
for residents to run for Board 
of Directors 

• Sept 30-Oct 1—Foster Park 
Art Competition 

• November 2—Board Meeting 
at Friendly Fox 

• November 4—2012 Dues 
notices and ballots will be 
mailed 

 

September 2011 



The September Award Homes: 
Ruthie Ilnicki found her home at 4616 Tacoma Avenue on the internet in 2004 and looked no further.  It was 
a big step from condo living to a house and she's taken it in stride to make her house an appealing home.  

A board member first met Ruthie when she came to a pruning class I gave a few years back; she reminded 
me that it snowed that day ... in April!  Then she met Ruthie again when it was time to improve the Tacoma 
Ave. sidewalks.  At the completion of that project last fall, Ruthie rose above the trauma by planting three 
new trees in her front yard.  It's clear that Ruthie takes pride in her home, but that doesn't end with the curb 
appeal.  Inside, Ruthie did a major upgrade to the kitchen and turned a breezeway into an inviting den.  She's 
even building a custom grill and smoker station in her back yard, in perfect reaching distance from a sweet 
little herb garden. 

 
One last note:  When our little interview was winding down I asked if there was anything she'd like to add 
and she replied that she wanted to express how much she appreciates all the good the Association does.  It's 
a great neighborhood we're in, no doubt. 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Dick and Sue Keirns both grew up on the southside of Fort Wayne.  When it came time to find their first 
house, they stayed on the southside of town.  After their third son was born, they needed a larger house.  
They worked out a “house swap” with Sue’s sister, Terry, to move into a home in Southwood Park. 
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Thirty-three years later, Dick and Sue still live in that same home at 4030 Tacoma Ave.  Their four sons 
were raised in that home and, in the next month, their youngest son will join the other three as Southwood 
Park homeowners.   
 
In their 33 years in the home, the Keirns’ have done a lot to maintain and improve their home and the sur-
rounding areas.  Almost 20 years ago, they replaced their older, blacktop driveway with a maintenance-free 
cement one.  Both their front (city) sidewalk and walk leading from the front door to the city sidewalk have 
been replaced recently due to damage done by tree roots. 
 
The Keirns’ house has also seen many recent upgrades.  Within the last few years, they’ve replaced almost all 
of their windows with newer ones.  French doors replaced windows in the dining room to connect to their 
new patio in the backyard.  These doors have allowed for easier access in and out of the home for their 
grandchildren.  (They also finally bought a dishwasher once their boys moved out). 
 
Dick takes pride in keeping the lawn nicely manicured and landscaped.  He also enjoys the bar in the base-
ment which was made from the old South Side High School gym floor.  Sue spends much of her time cleaning 
up after four of her grandsons that she watches to keep the house nice and neat. What the Keirns’ enjoy 
most about living in Southwood Park is that they “love neighborhood and the character of the homes.” 
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Why an online 
newsletter? 
The next Southwood Park 
News that will be sent by 
letter carrier will be in the 
late fall. How can you keep 
up with events?            

Our WEBSITE. 

Our FACEBOOK group. 
“Historic Southwood Park 
Neighborhood”.  

Our E-MAIL list. Send an 
e-mail to Southwood_Park 

@yahoo.com (include your 
name and address, please) to 
receive news by e-mail. 

There will be online versions 
of the Southwood Park News 
through the spring and    
summer. Consider printing a 
copy for neighbors without 
internet access. 

Next Board of     
Directors         
meeting date 

November 2 

 

All meetings are in the 
Friendly Fox meeting room at 
7PM.  All Board Meetings are 
completely open to residents. 
We would love to see you 
there! 
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 Join us on: 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199886300750/ 

News from Ambassador at 
fomer TUFW Campus: 

The Property will be renamed; 40+ 
dead or dying trees to be removed 
The Association recently received an email from Ryan 
Estes at Ambassador Enterprises, updating us on a 
couple items. Here are some highlights: 

Ambassador Campus Properties, LLC, is the new owner 
of the campus and has re-named the property, “The 
Summit.”  

One of the many items that needs to be addressed is the 
dead and dying trees. We want to let you know that we 
are contracting with a reputable company, Asplundh, to 
remove 40+ dead or dying trees as well as doing some 
pruning to several others. Weather permitting, the work 
may begin as early as Saturday, September 10th and 
should be finished within a week. Thank you in advance 
for your understanding as there may be some noise or 
debris during that time from this work. 

Editor’s note: I walked the woods last week to see 
which trees have been marked for removal. Of the 
25 or so that I counted, all were ash trees and vic-
tims of the emerald ash borer. It isn’t unreasonable 
that there are another 15 trees elsewhere.                
—Steve McCord 

Board of Directors nominations to 
close on September 30th 
Please contact Pat Thomson at 456-7468 if you 
are wanting to run for next year’s Board of   
Directors. It is a three-year commitment to  
attend bi-monthly meetings, participate on   
committees, and work of special projects. 

Know of a Great Restoration     
Worthy of Community Recognition? 
ARCH is accepting nominations for its Archie Awards and the a  
nnual list of Allen County’s Most Endangered Structures. Eligible 
projects must be exterior efforts or visible to the public, have    
recently been completed and be located in Allen County.              

Nominations must be emailed to archfortwayne@gmail.com      
by September 30th. 

Art Contest to Benefit Foster 
Park and Rivergreenway 
Foster Park en Plein Air is a service project to benefit Foster Park and 
the adjacent St. Mary’s River Greenway. Organized by the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation Langhinrichs Gallery Committee this com-
petition is open to artists who work en plein air. Beginning late Fri-
day afternoon, September 30, and continuing the morning of Satur-
day, October 1, artists work in Foster Park and/or on the River-
greenway highlighting the area in their work. Artwork will be submit-
ted for competition mid-day Saturday, with awards announced at the 
reception later that afternoon. 

The public is encouraged to watch the artists at work, attend the 
reception, and participate in the silent auction at the Langhinrichs 
Gallery Saturday afternoon. Funds raised will be used to purchase 
trees and permanent landscape plants for Foster Park and the St. 
Mary’s Rivergreenway. 

Schedule of Events: 

Painting in Foster Park and St. Mary’s Rivergreenway: Friday 4 PM-
dusk and Saturday 7 AM-12. 
Finished art accepted at Langhinrichs Gallery 12 Noon-1:30 PM Sat-
urday. 
Awards announced 4 PM Saturday – People’s Choice 5:15 

For the event information and entry form in PDF: Foster Park – En 
Plein Air 
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The Historic Southwood Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 12991; Fort Wayne, IN 46866-2991 

Be involved! Make civic pride neighborhood wide! 

Fort 4 Fitness Runs by September 24th 
The Fort 4 Fitness Half Marathon 
and the 10K Run are September 
24 and will be routed through 
parts of our neighborhood!           
http://www.fort4fitness.org/
fort4fitness-race-course-map.asp 

Come out to cheer the runners! 
This has become a favorite event 
for many resident of the neighbor-
hood. The organizers of the event 
will have a live band at Crestwood 
and Sunset the morning of the 
race. 

You can help in some ways: clear 
vehicles from course streets, 
avoid car travel during the event, 
and you can volunteer to help 
Fort 4 Fitness as a course marshal.  

Please contact Wade Marsh at  260-908-5694 ASAP to volunteer as a course marshal. A posse of seven marshals are 
needed in Southwood Park to keep runners and traffic separated. 

 

You won’t need a lasso or a cool marshal’s badge, but wouldn’t you like to say “I’ve been deputized”? 

NAME     ADDRESS    TELEPHONE    

Brooks Beatty    4248 Beaver Avenue   745-1503 

Andrew Boxberger    4730 Beaver Avenue   423-9411 

Steve Brelsford                                    4239 Beaver Avenue   745-4662 

David Goodman    1010 Maxine Drive    745-9208 

Ryan Keirns, Secretary   4801 Indiana Avenue   745-5199 

Lori Keys     804 West Maple Grove Avenue  705-7284 

Kasey Krouse    1038 Maxine Drive    479-0733 

Cheryl McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue   458-9265  

Jeff McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue   458-9265 

Steve McCord, President   4125 Indiana Avenue   745-8070 

Steve Nagy, Treasurer   4330 Pembroke Lane   456-1670 

Charles Northrop    1211 Sunset Drive    750-5327 

Lisa Oberlin    4410 Tacoma Avenue   456-8833 

Tom Steigmeyer    4631 Indiana Avenue   744-3552 

Pat Thomson, V.P., Beautification chair  1321 Sunset Drive    456-7468 

Board of Directors 
Questions? Email us at Southwood_Park@yahoo.com . 

Emergencies: 911  

FWPD Desk Sergeant 
(anything not an emer-
gency): 427-1222 

Nuisance fires: 911 

City-related questions 
(code violations, trash and 
recycling problems, street 
lights out, potholes): 311 

APS Security Patrol 
for home vacation checks: 
747-7700  

Do NOT call APS or a 
Board member about a 
suspicious person or crime 
in progress—Call 911 
immediately! 
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