
SOUTHWOOD PARK 
NEWS  

www.SouthwoodPark.org 

Why an online 
newsletter? 
This is the only Southwood 
Park News that will be sent by 
letter carrier until the fall. 
How can you keep up with 
events?            

Our WEBSITE. 

Our FACEBOOK group. 
“Historic Southwood Park 
Neighborhood”.  

Our E-MAIL list. Send an 
e-mail to Southwood_Park 

@yahoo.com (include your 
name and address, please) to 
receive news by e-mail. 

There will be online versions 
of the Southwood Park News 
through the spring and    
summer. Consider printing a 
copy for neighbors without 
internet access. 

A Great Place to Live 

Upcoming Events: 

• April 27—Fifth District Candi-
dates Forum at Eicher Student 
Commons, 7PM 

• April 30—Planning Summit for 
46807, South Side HS, 9-2 

• May 4—Board Meeting at the 
Friendly Fox, 7PM 

• June 11—Neighborhood Garage 
Sale 

• June 25—Indian Village/ARCH 
Home Tour 

• July 6—Board Meeting 

• August 20—Second Chance 
Neighborhood Garage Sale 

• September 7—Board Meeting 

• September 24—Fort4Fitness 
Half Marathon 

• November 2—Board Meeting 

April 2011 

Do you prefer 
Dirt Day or  
Ash Tree    
Treatments? 
We’re conducting a survey!  

Every year, Historic Southwood 
Park purchases soil for our an-
nual Dirt Day. This soil is suit-
able for gardens, pots and yards 
and is delivered to three spots 
in May. We spend about $800. 

Meanwhile, the neighborhood is 
facing an ash tree crisis. Hun-
dreds of ash street trees are 
being killed by the emerald ash 
borer. There are 290 ash street 
trees in Historic Southwood 
Park. The City can commit to 
chemically treating 56. Of the 
untreated 234, some could be 
saved. To purchase four gallons 
of treatment, enough for nearly 
100 trees, costs about $800. 

So, here’s the question: Of the 
money normally spent on 
Dirt Day, how much should 
be diverted to treating ash 
trees?  

Spend all of it on trees? 
50/50? All on dirt? Cast your 
vote online by visiting our web-
site, www.SouthwoodPark.org. 
If you don’t have internet ac-
cess, you can cast your vote by 
calling Pat Thomson at 456-
7468.  Cast votes by April 15. 
Revisit our website to find out 
the final decision later this 
month. 

Fifth District 
Forum to be 
held on April 27 
for City Council 
Candidates 
The 5th District City Council 
seat is wide open. Running in 
the Democratic primary on May 
3rd are Richard Cline, Dennis 
Ferguson, Maye Johnson and 
Geoff Paddock. The winner will 
face Republican candidate Ben 
Hall in the fall election. All can-
didates have been invited to a 
forum to answer voters’ ques-
tions. Please join us: 

April 27th—7PM              
Eicher Student Commons   
Taylor University campus 

837 West Rudisill Blvd. 

You can submit questions for 
the forum beforehand. E-mail 
them to FifthDistrictForum 
@yahoo.com. Think of the 
issues before us: use of the riv-
ers, the separation of our sewer 
systems, street repairs, the Ash 
Borer problem, downtown re-
development, the Legacy Fund, 
neighborhood issues, the new 
city hall, public transit, economic 
development. Each candidate 
will have one minute to answer 
each question. Time to chat 
with candidates will follow. 

Historic Southwood Park NA, 
Foster Park NA, Illsley Place NA 
and West Rudisill NA are orga-
nizing this event. 

Ninety Years is 
Worth a     
Celebration! 
Have you ever wondered why 
the bronze plaque on the en-
trance gates says “Southwood 
Park 1921”? The first section of 
South Wood Park was recorded 
in 1917 and there are several 
houses that were built before 
1921…  

In 1921, the developers Hilge-
mann and Schaaf handed over 
the collection of $5 maintenance 
fees to a newly-formed South-
wood Park Community Associa-
tion, which was likely the first 
group of its kind in Fort Wayne. 
There are certainly many older 
neighborhoods in town, but we 
believe we’re the oldest 
neighborhood association in 
town! 

This year is our association’s 
90th Anniversary. So we’d like 
to have a summer celebration to 
bring neighbors together. A kids’ 
bike parade, ice cream social, 
games, hot dogs and burgers on 
the grill are ideas on the table. 

It’s going to be fun! Would you 
like to help organize this event? 

Contact David Goodman (745-
9208), Lisa Oberlin (456-8833) 
or e-mail Southwood_Park 
@yahoo.com to get involved. 

CELEBRATING OUR NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY AS AN ASSOCIATION - - - 1921-2011 
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The Association’s business is       
conducted by a volunteer Board of 
Directors who meet six times a year. 
These folks also spend a lot of time 
on projects that benefit our corner of 
the community. I’d like to take the 
opportunity to thank some members 
of the Board who stepped down at 
the end of 2010: 

Deb Sheray—Many of you who had 
a welcome package of home-baked 
cookies when you moved to      
Southwood Park have met Deb. She 
baked the cookies and took the time 
to deliver them. She enjoyed doing it. 
Thank you, Deb, for making so many 
folks arrival in the neighborhood a 
friendly one! 

Dick Beam—Having successfully 
passed a sidewalk and curb petition 
on Sherwood Terrace earlier, Dick 
jumped to volunteer for walking the 
Arlington stop signs petition. With 
his repeated attempts to reach 
homeowners, walking to and from St 
Johns is now safer. 

Paul Veldman—has served as VP of 
the Board of Directors and has been 
our lawn care expert for the      
common areas in the Association. He 
has also performed a lot of free work 
doing things like helping edge our 
gardens. 

Kirk Miller—always took the time 
from his full business schedule to 
provide feedback in various discus-
sions. He has also been a great help 
with Roundabout cleanups and light-
ing duties. 

Thanks again to our outgoing 
Board members! 

Results of the recent Board of       
Directors election are as follows: 

Kasey Krouse, Lori Keys, Lisa    
Oberlin, David Goodman and Brooks 
Beatty have all been elected to serve 
three-year terms. Jeff McCarthy and 
Charles Northrop have been elected 
to fill out the remainder of one-year 
terms. To fill the remainder of Dick 
Beam’s term, the Board appointed 
Tom Steigmeyer. 

At the January meeting, the following 
people were elected officers of the 
Board:                                            
Steve McCord—President,                  
Pat Thomson—Vice President,          
Ryan Keirns—Secretary,                  
Steve Nagy—Treasurer. 

The following people will serve as 
chairs of the standing committees:                    
Pat Thomson—Beautification Com-
mittee; Steve Nagy—Finance Com-
mittee; David Goodman and Lisa 
Oberlin, Membership Committee co-
chairs; Pat Thomson—Nomination 
Committee; Steve McCord and Ryan 
Keirns, Public Relations Committee 
co-chairs. 

Please contact the Committee Chairs 
if you would like to join an effort on 
an ongoing basis. Most committee 
work is done via e-mail, so if you do 
volunteer, you won’t be caught in 
many meetings. It’s a great way to see 
how things work, contribute and dis-
cover if you would like to run for the 
Board. 

If you would like to run for the Board 
this year, here are the requirements: 
you must be a property owner in the 
subdivision and current on your man-
datory dues. You must be able to 
attend six Board meetings and par-
ticipate other small volunteer duties 
for the Association. Contact Pat 
Thomson, 456-7468. 

Who ya gonna call? 

Ghostbusters? Probably not… 

Crimes in progress, fires (even nuisance 
burning): 911 

Noise violations and nuisances - FWPD 
Desk Sergeant: 427-1222 

Any other City-related question, such as 
missed trash pickup, abandoned cars, city 
code violations, weeds, or requesting a 
recycling bin: 311 

APS Security Patrol for home vacation 
checks: 747-7700  

Do NOT call APS or a Board member about 
a suspicious person or crime in progress—
Call 911 immediately! 

Board of Directors elections Board of Directors         
2011 meeting dates: 
May 4 

July 6 

September 7 

November 2 

All meetings are in the 
Friendly Fox meeting room at 
7PM.  All Board Meetings are 
completely open to residents. 
We would love to see you 
there! 

If you have not received a 
City-issued recycling cart,  
call 311. 

The carts MUST BE          
REQUESTED by residents. 
They won’t be automatically 
delivered. 
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A Great Tree Offer—If  You Respond by April 8!  
The local tree farm that will be supplying replacement street trees for homeowners through the 
Parks Department has extended the same offer to Southwood Park homeowners for trees on PRI-
VATE PROPERTY. The price of $150 per tree includes delivery and planting. If you’ve ever bought a 
new tree, delivered and planted, you know this is a great offer. The trees aren’t just typical street 
trees either…. 

Make your selection from Red Buds, Crabs, Tree Lilacs, Kousa Dogwood, Pear, Hawthorn, Birch, 
and Arborvitae …. as well as Maples, Oaks, Lindens, and Locust. If you’re interested, please email 
patty47@comcast.net to receive the detailed inventory .xcl file 

The only catch is that, to get this price, the seller needs to be guaranteed that at least 15 trees will 
be requested. Please email patty47@comcast.net to get more details or request a tree. 

Do You Have Sidewalks That 
Need  To Be Replaced? 
Last fall, my wife and I had our sidewalks repaired by the 
City.  The process began almost two years ago because we 
missed the deadline by a few days for having it done in 
2009.  I would recommend that you call 311 as soon as pos-
sible so they can direct you to the appropriate department.  
This will give the best chance of having the project         
completed quicker. 
 
We had two different sections of our sidewalk that needed 
repaired and they happened to be on different streets of our 
corner lot.  The City only required us to pay our portion of 
the cheaper of the two projects.  One side needed six 
blocks of new concrete and the other side needed nine 
blocks.  Since the homeowner is responsible for roughly 40% 
of the total cost, we ended getting 15 blocks repaired and 
replaced at 40% of the cost of having six blocks.   
 
We would recommend that if you choose to have your side-
walks repaired, communicate with the City exactly what you 
want.  For instance, trees are usually the cause of the broken 
sidewalks.  In our case, the City simply trimmed the roots 
and narrowed the new sidewalks around the roots.  This 
preserved our trees.  During the repair work of my 
brother's sidewalk, the City accidentally cut down a perfectly 
healthy tree by mistake.  They have since replaced it, but the 
damage was already done. 
 
Since our project was completed in the fall, the grass didn't 
have a chance to come in yet.  If our grass doesn't come in, 
we've been advised that we may contact the City about this 
concern.  Overall, we've been happy with the project and 
the City throughout the process. 
 
Ryan Keirns 

Planning Summit for 46807 to 
be held on April 30th 
Last year, the City of Fort Wayne hired Pathfinder 
Services as a consultant to develop a Quality of Life 
Plan for our ZIP code. This quality of life plan is de-
signed to improve the living, working and playing 
environment in our area. 

 

On April 30th, Pathfinder Services will hold a    
Planning Summit at South Side High School from 
9AM to 2PM. Anyone who lives or works in this 
part of town is encouraged to attend and give their 
input. 

 

If you would like more information about this event, 
contact:  

Patricia M. Turner 
Community Engagement Coordinator 
Pathfinder Community Connections 
Mobile Number: 260-416-9683 
Fax Number: 260-745-5287 

mailto:patty47@comcast.net�


The Historic Southwood Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 12991; Fort Wayne, IN 46866-2991 

Be involved! Make civic pride neighborhood wide! 

NAME     ADDRESS    TELEPHONE    

Brooks Beatty    4248 Beaver Avenue   745-1503 

Andrew Boxberger    4730 Beaver Avenue   423-9411 

Colleen Condron                                    4239 Beaver Avenue   745-4662 

David Goodman    1010 Maxine Drive    745-9208 

Ryan Keirns, Secretary   4801 Indiana Avenue   745-5199 

Lori Keys     804 West Maple Grove Avenue  705-7284 

Kasey Krouse    1038 Maxine Drive    479-0733 

Cheryl McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue   458-9265  

Jeff McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue   458-9265 

Steve McCord, President   4125 Indiana Avenue   745-8070 

Steve Nagy, Treasurer   4330 Pembroke Lane   456-1670 

Charles Northrop    1211 Sunset Drive    750-5327 

Lisa Oberlin    4410 Tacoma Avenue   456-8833 

Tom Steigmeyer    4631 Indiana Avenue   744-3552 

Pat Thomson, V.P., Beautification chair  1321 Sunset Drive    456-7468 

Board of Directors 
Questions? Email us at Southwood_Park@yahoo.com . 

The Historic Southwood Park  

Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 12991 

Fort Wayne, IN 46866-2991 
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