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We’ll have our huge 
neighborhood-wide Garage 
Sales this Saturday  - - -
June 9th! 

Chat with your neighbors.  
Clear your garage, base-
ment, closets and attic of 
unwanted items and make a 
little pocket money.  And get 
out there to gather one-of-a-
kind bargains! 
 
Here’s a couple helpful tips 
for the uninitiated:   
• Park off the street if  

possible.  It’s going to 
get crowded.  

• Use some balloons or a 
sign to let people know 
you’re participating if 
your sale isn’t in the 
front yard. 

• Mark your items and 
have plenty of change. 

 
The sale will be advertised 
in both Fort Wayne Newspa-
pers and on Craigslist.    
Association signs will be 
placed on key corners.  If 
you’re participating, please 
take down any signs at the 
end of the day. Thanks! 

Another day of sales will be 
held August 11th, because 
it’s either too much fun or 
we have too much “stuff” to 
limit it to just one day. 

A Great Place to Live 

Upcoming Events: 

• June 9—Association-Wide 
Garage Sales 

• June 16—ARCH home tour 
in Wildwood Park 

• July 6—Foster Park         
Centennial Celebration: 
please volunteer! 

• July 11—Board Meeting 

• August 11—Second Chance 
Association Garage Sales 

• August 11—Association 
Block Party 

• September 12—Board Mtg. 

• September 29—Fort 4 Fit-
ness Half-Marathon 

• November 14—Board Mtg. 

June 2012 

Important  

Contacts 
Emergencies: 911  

FWPD Desk Sergeant 
(anything not an emer-
gency): 427-1222 

Nuisance fires: 911 

City-related questions 
(code violations, trash and 
recycling problems, street 
lights out, potholes): 311 

APS Security Patrol for 
home vacation checks: 747-
7700                                
Do NOT call APS or a Board 
member about a suspicious 
person or crime in progress—
Call 911 immediately! 

Other questions: e-mail   
Southwood_Park@yahoo.com 

Association Garage Sales are June 9th 

Here’s Your Chance to Show 
Your Love of Foster Park: 
PLEASE   VOLUNTEER! 
Foster Park is celebrating it’s 100th Birthday on July 6th 
and 7th.  Our Association is hosting a benefit Community 
Picnic, gathering a free-will donation to benefit the floral 
gardens. 
 
We need volunteers to help man the picnic on July 
6th.  It will be easy and fun.  Please contact Lisa 
Oberlin (456-8833) or David Goodman (745-9208) to 
volunteer.  It’s only a couple hours of helping serve food 
and clean up, but you will be helping a benefit event for 
the anchor of our neighborhood: lovely Foster Park.  The 
Board has donated $500.00 for floral garden upkeep from 
our Home Tour “special use” funds. 
 
Check out the following link for all the activities that 
weekend: 
http://www.fortwayneparks.org/index.php?option=com_con
tent&view=article&id=425&Itemid=587 
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April Award Homes 
The owners of 1227 West Sherwood Terrace, Amy and 
Joe Henry, are constantly being thanked by neighbors 
and passers-by for the fine job they did changing a long 
vacant and sort of ugly house into a lovely home and, 
now, a true award winner.  With their young children 
Eve, Gus and Walt AND their home’s new curb appeal, 
they have really brought new life to the place. 

Longtime residents of the area, they took up the vacant 
home challenge in 2008.  New windows, gutters and 
front stoop were a start, but it was the new paint that 
really woke up this sleeping beauty.  Changing the paint 
from all drab brown to a great taupe and charcoal grey 
combination did the trick, making the roof look brand 
new and the garage less prominent.  

Inside, every room got a redo but the fine architectural elements – wrought iron railing, fireplace, china cabinet – 
remain.  The kitchen is worthy of a magazine spread… what a new kitchen in an old house should be.  There are 
more projects in the future:  a family room and wooden fencing and new landscaping for the outside.  I suggested a 
great little flowing shrub named Itea ‘Little Henry’.  Henry, get it? 

Amy jokes that she knows someone on every Southwood Park street, but it’s true that both she and Joe have been 
in Southwood Park for much of their lives.  Joe says the neighborhood is the city’s gem.  I say his house is a gem 
too. 

—————————————————————————————————— 

Erika and Jason Stuller may take extra pride in their home at 1125 Lexington because they did all the hard work 
themselves AND it’s paid off.  Receiving the Home Award this month is actually the third time their home has 
been publicly recognized; in 2002 it was on the ARCH home tour and, a few years later, ARCH officially recognized 
their historic restoration.  Now it’s the neighborhood’s chance to say, “Job well done!” 

 They bought their house 11 years ago.  Jason soon went to work 
removing all the vinyl siding to expose the original wood siding.  He 
scraped and painted one side of the house per year, taking breaks 
only for the births of Elliot and Edie.  If Jason has a motto, it must 
be “If you want it done right, do it yourself”. 

Inside, the Stuller’s removed wallpaper, exposed hardwood floors, 
added double french doors to bring more light into the dining room, 
and kept the kitchens period character – good bones – but cheered it 
up with a fresh dose of blue and yellow charm. 

Erika has terrific color sense that shows inside and out.  She’s also 
the gardener and applier of lovely touches, like the window box and 
the candle lights that glow year round in the windows. 

During the 2002 ARCH tour, only the first floor was open because 
the rest of the house was still in progress.  Erika is the first to sign 
on for our potential future ARCH tour, when I know we’ll get to see 
much more of this labor of love. 
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Remember the long-abandoned house at 4239 Indiana on the corner of Maxine Drive? 

Vacant and once sporting broken attic win-
dows and a hole in the roof, it’s now award 
worthy.  Reverend Bob Smith and his wife, 
Belinda, bought this victim of neglect two 
plus years ago as it was about to be fixed up 
and flipped for resale.  That was good timing, 
as that gave Bob and Belinda a chance to 
make some design choices while the house 
was being restored.  The interior is now 
cheery and warm and the exterior now has a 
well kept lawn, trimmed hedge and three 
great new trees, one magnolia and two tulip 
trees.  4239 Indiana is now noticeable for the 
Smiths’ commitment to keeping it all looking 
so nice, not for its decay.  Thank you, Bob 
and Belinda! 

 

There’s more to be said about timing for the Smiths.  They moved to Fort Wayne from Chicago for positions at Tay-
lor University and FWCS, but it wasn’t long before Taylor closed its Fort Wayne campus and FWCS layoffs oc-
curred. They were renters at the time so they could easily have moved on, but they stayed.  Bob became the Direc-
tor of the Fort Wayne School of Urban Ministry, and it was there that he met the house flipper who brought he and 
Belinda into our neighborhood.  Belinda now teaches English Language Learners (ELL) for FWCS and Bob makes 
time to participate in our association meetings.  All in all, this has been good timing for us, as a neighborhood! 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Tom and Jane Clayton have lived at 929 Prange Drive since 1973! 

Prange gets little traffic so you might not have ever noticed this cute little Tudor revival home, which Jane rightly 
calls a doll house.  I love our diverse architectural styles so their home has always been a favorite of mine.  Jane 
and Tom also value our neighborhood’s mix of architecture. And even more so, they value their great neighbors on 
Prange. 

Tom enjoyed sharing a bit of his house’s history:  the story of a previous owner’s 12 year old son, who grew up to be 
a Pepsi executive, who flooded the basement when he was told there would be no swimming pool in the back 
yard.  I’m glad his parents were evidently able to chan-
nel his ingenuity. 

Over the past two years, they have restored the brick 
porch entry.   It sounds simple, but it was a real chal-
lenge to match the brick and tuck pointing of the entry 
porch to the existing facade of the house.  And that’s 
where the “taste of Chicago” connection comes in … 
the “new” brick is Chicago yellow.  It is reclaimed from 
lost Chicago treasures, even possibly Chicago fire sur-
vivors.  They also added the second story shutters – 
original but stored away for 25 years – and railing to 
match details they found in an old photograph.   A new 
professional landscape of hydrangeas, rhododendrons, 
and boxwoods completes the picture.  It’s a winner and 
worth a drive by or walk on Prange to see. 

May Award Homes 
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Linda and Dick Morris of 4426 Beaver remember 1966, 
when 56 kids lived on their block.  Linda loves that so 
many families have raised big families in “small” South-
wood Park houses.  They raised their own two children 
in theirs, doing bits of inside remodeling through 
time.  Twenty years ago they added a deck and redid the 
back garden for their daughter’s wedding.  Further back, 
45 years ago Helene Foellinger knocked on their door 
and handed Dick a bunch of metal edging, asking him to 
install it in his backyard to deter his dirt from ending up 
on her tennis court.  The tennis court and the edging are 
still there. 

 

For sure Dick and Linda’s home is truly part of the fam-
ily and its memories.  Their front garden is always the 

picture of meticulous and loving care and last year they added a very inviting and now award winning front en-
trance … a great spot for future memories perhaps. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Few Southwood Park homeowners enhance their front easements, but the owners of 4801 Tacoma Avenue have 
done just that.  What they have done with the park strip between their sidewalk and curb is getting rave reviews 
and an almost instant Home Award. 

 

John Gevers, co-owner with Gregory Fryzel, didn’t rush his design stage but he did get his plan realized in five 
short weeks, finishing on May 6th to beat the heat.  From the low stacked stone wall to his plant selections, John’s 
work is top notch.  He, like his late father before him, calls himself an amateur landscaper but his innate talent is 
obvious. Gregory, a retired high school language teacher who has lived in the neighborhood since 1991, was wise to 
defer to John on the easement project; all he insisted on was the inclusion of a handsome lantern.  You can view 
John’s photos of the project on his Facebook page.  He’s a professional photographer as well as a budding landscape 
designer. 

When I asked them both why they like living in Southwood Park I was overwhelmed by great answers.  Gregory 
appreciates that his neighborhood is friendly, peaceful and open to gays.  He paraphrased someone who once said 
“it bespeaks the best of middle America”.  He 
also loves the sense of community in the gen-
eral area, noting helpful Southgate Kroger em-
ployees who sometimes call him “Honey”!  John 
was a bit more pragmatic, being appreciative of 
the convenient seven minute drive or 15 minute 
Greenway bike ride to his downtown office on 
Calhoun.  However, he did soften a bit to add 
how much he appreciated the compliments he 
received from both neighbors and strangers on 
his easement project.  I’m sure the June Home 
Award will be just as welcome. 

— Pat Thomson 

June Award Homes 



The Historic Southwood Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 12991; Fort Wayne, IN 46866-2991 

Be involved! Make civic pride neighborhood wide! 

NAME     ADDRESS    TELEPHONE    

Brooks Beatty    4248 Beaver Avenue   745-1503 

Andrew Boxberger    4730 Beaver Avenue   423-9411 

Brittney Collins    4520 Beaver Avenue   414-3619 

Diane Dickson    4525 Beaver Avenue   456-9724 

David Goodman    1010 Maxine Drive    745-9208 

Ryan Keirns, Secretary   4801 Indiana Avenue   745-5199 

Lori Keys     804 West Maple Grove Avenue  705-7284 

Kasey Krouse    1038 Maxine Drive    479-0733 

Cheryl McCarthy    4004 Indiana Avenue   458-9265  

Steve McCord, President   4125 Indiana Avenue   745-8070 

Blaise Moore    1241 West Sherwood Terrace  403-6063 

Steve Nagy    4330 Pembroke Lane   456-1670 

Charles Northrop, Treasurer  1211 Sunset Drive    750-5327 

Lisa Oberlin    4410 Tacoma Avenue   456-8833 

Pat Thomson, V.P., Beautification chair  1321 Sunset Drive    456-7468 

Board of Directors 
Questions? Email us at Southwood_Park@yahoo.com . 

Who ya gonna call? 

Crimes in progress, fires (even nuisance 
burning): 911 

Noise violations and nuisances - FWPD 
Desk Sergeant: 427-1222 

Any other City-related question, 
such as barking dogs, missed trash 
pickup, abandoned cars, city code viola-
tions, weeds, or requesting a recycling 
bin: 311 

APS Security Patrol for home vacation 
checks: 747-7700  

Do NOT call APS or a Board member about 
a suspicious person or crime in progress—
Call 911 immediately! 

Board of Directors         
2012 meeting dates: 
July 11 

September 12 

November 14 

All meetings are in the 
Friendly Fox meeting room at 
7PM.  All Board Meetings are 
completely open to residents. 
We would love to see you 
there! 

Southwood Park 
Block Party to be 
Held on  August 11th 
We had so much fun at last year’s party 
that we’re doing it again this year!  The 
big party will be August 11th, in the late 
afternoon when the garage sales have 
ended. 

We hope to have music, games, and 
food again this summer. 

More details will be posted on our web-
site and Facebook group as the party 
approaches! 

Now Accepting Nominations for the “Award Home” Signs 
If you see someone who has done a great job making their home or yard look great, please forward your nomination 
to any Board Member. You can also e-mail it to Southwood_Park@yahoo.com. Winners must be dues current and 
are chosen by the membership committee.   
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