
SOUTHWOOD PARK 

NEWS  

www.SouthwoodPark.org 

Upcoming Events: 

• April 25—Cleanup Day 

• May 2—43rd Annual Dirt 

Day (rain date: May 9) 

• May 13—Board of     

Directors meeting, 7PM, 

Location TBD. 

• June 6—Association  

Garage Sales 

• July 8—Board of       

Directors meeting,  

Shawnee Library, 7PM 

• July 25—Association 

Block Party and Picnic 

• September 12– Second 

Chance Garage Sales 

April 2020 

Important  

Contacts 
Emergencies: 911  

FWPD Desk Sergeant 
(anything not an      

emergency): 427-1222 

APS Security Patrol for 
home vacation checks:    

747-7700                                 

Dues questions: call Above 
& Beyond at 490-2226 or                               

cassie_abcm@frontier.com. 

City-related questions 
(code violations, trash and 
recycling problems, street 

lights out, potholes): 311 

Nuisance fires: 911 

Other questions: e-mail   

Southwood_Park@yahoo.com 

 This Is a Place 

Where        

Residents Care 
Our neighborhood prides 

itself on not only being lovely, 

full of quaint homes and   

storybook charm but a place 

where residents CARE. In 

that spirit, today would be 

the perfect time to check in 

with your neighbors who are 

in the higher risk age groups 

or with existing medical   

conditions. If you don’t have 

their number or suspect they 

aren’t on social media, go 

knock on their door, remem-

bering to keep a minimum six 

foot distance, as you inquire. 

Grocery items, medications, 

pet food are easy things we 

can retrieve for them so they 

aren’t forced to leave their 

homes. Commit to follow up 

until the crisis has passed. 

 

If you don’t know your  

neighbors or haven’t been 

contacted, please message us 

and our board members will 

be happy to assist you.  

(Contacts listed on page 6.) 

 

We are all in this together 

and the more we can do to 

help people in our own 

neighborhoods the better 

chance we have to avoid  

illness altogether. 

April 25th is 

Cleanup Day  
The Association scheduled a 

Cleanup Day for April 25th. 

Participate two ways:  

• Take advantage of a City 

provided DUMPSTER. 

• Volunteer to clean one 

of our Pocket Gardens. 

 

DUMPSTER: This is new!  

Thanks to the City, we will 

have a dumpster at the    

Beaver and Westover corner 

at 8AM.  The dumpster will 

be hauled away between 

noon and 2PM.          

Come early!  Bring your yard 

waste!  Pitch those items 

that you couldn’t fit in your 

regular trash bin during the 

stay-at-home-purge.                    

No electronics, tires, or 

toxics, please. 

 

BEAUTIFY one of 10 Pocket 

Gardens in public spaces 

around Historic Southwood 

Park.  Meet at 10AM at the 

garden you choose and bag 

winter’s leaves and debris.  

• volunteersignup.org/4PYPD  

to sign up online.   

• We provide lawn bags.  

• Bring gloves and tools 

you might use, like rakes. 

• We want to have a 

safe outdoor event! 

Remember to practice 

proper social           

distancing. 

Survey Guides 

Association 

Programs 
A survey was included in the last 
issue of the Southwood Park 
News, and we appreciate all the 

input.  The Board used this  
information to shape our     

activities for the better.   

 
What did you have to say about 

three related questions?  How 
many of your neighbors do 
you know? 6 know everyone; 

26 know most of them; 9 know 
half, and 27 know some.      
How strong is our “sense of 

community”? 9 said extremely 
strong; 35 very strong;            
22 somewhat strong.  How safe 

do you feel in the neighbor-
hood? 10 said extremely safe;  

46 very safe; 8 somewhat safe. 

 
Only single responses of “knows 
none”, “not strong”, and “not so 

safe” were recorded.    

 
We can improve how safe we 
feel, how strong our sense of 
community is, and how many 

neighbors we know by holding 
group events and making per-
sonal connections when we step 

out.  Waving to neighbors and  
friendly words make a differ-
ence.  Your suggestions on how 
to build community included 

outside events, block parties, a 
welcome wagon, group strolls 

and talking to each other.   

 

(continued on page 2) 

 



Survey Guides Association Programs, continued... 
 
Association events like the Summer Picnic and “Flamingo Friday” mixers are ready as soon as it’s safe to gather again.  We’re look-

ing at how to offer some of the other ideas. “Meet-ups” through social media is a possibility.  

 
How do you prefer to get Association news? 16 said the website; 27 Facebook; 53 newsletters.  Almost half those who like 
newsletters want four issues yearly.  We’ll increase the number of newsletters to what folks want, and keep up our online pres-

ence. 

 
What programs do you value? 50 said security patrol; 44 Dirt Day; 41 Garage sales; 40 Pocket Gardens; 36 Weed control;  34 

Sidewalk reimbursement; 32 Emerald Ash Borer treatment; 25 Summer picnic; 17 Flamingo Fridays. 

 
What should we offer but don’t?  Driveway snow removal, salt streets, sidewalk snow removal, a 5K to meet neighbors, art/
gardening classes by residents, yard maintenance help, kid holiday parades, organic/bee-friendly gardening, a progressive dessert 
home tour, restoration programs, scavenger hunt, silent disco, walk/run club, volunteers to help older residents, Woodhurst-style 

security, more Dirt Day locations, more benches, holiday lighting, ask for garden donations, letters written to problem homeown-
ers. 
 

Garage Sale Dates preference?  20 prefer Early June; 1 August; 23 Both.  The traditional June date is a clear favorite. Even 
though a group of people like having two, yet August doesn’t seem to have many fans.  If there isn’t a stay-at-home order, we’ll 

have two this year June 6 and September 12.  Maybe a sale after Labor Day will go well! 

 
What are our greatest assets?  35 said historic architecture; 21 neighbors; 19 trees; 13 pride of ownership on display; 13 sense 

of community;  12 safety; 10 Foster Park; 8 beauty of surroundings; 8 walkability; 6 near downtown; 4 families/families move back; 

4 home bargains/growing value;  2 quiet; 2 St Johns. Also mentioned: association; gardens; local businesses; no rentals.  

 
What are our biggest challenges?  13 said home and yard maintenance; 13 crime/safety/south side myth; 11 traffic/speeding; 8 
parking; 5 sidewalks; 4 more local businesses/restaurants; 4 rentals; 3 curbs/paving; 3 declining nearby neighborhoods; 3 garbage 

service; 3 resale home values; 3 welcoming arrivals; 2 apathy; 2 rats; 2 snow plowing.  Also mentioned: barking dogs; cats roaming; 
consistency of event schedule; directory; empty homes; empty Summit buildings; Fairfield/Maxine corner; fireworks; grocery; 
leaves in streets; meeting neighbors; nosy neighbors; over-trimmed street trees; public transit linkage; replacing trees; retention of 

residents; schools; security patrol; Southwood Park unknown to relocators; unsupervised kids/pets; utility infrastructure. 

 

Are there “big trends” from these lists?  Yes!  Many issues are both assets and challenges. Here are things to consider.  

• We need to work to beautify and maintain our historic character.  It’s our top asset and our top challenge.   

• We grow to love our neighbors, but do we always welcome new ones?  We need to go out of our way to do that.   

• Are we doing neighborly things like shoveling the snow, minding our pets, and “driving like our kids live here”?   
• Almost the same number of people mentioned safety as an asset as mentioned crime as a challenge.  Do we lock our cars, 

report suspicious activity to FWPD, and phone 311 about burned out streetlights - so we continue to feel safe here?  All of 

these little things count when it comes to battling the “south side myth”.   
• We value being walkable and close to downtown, but do we frequent our local establishments enough?  These are issues to 

tackle individually and collectively. 

 

—Steve McCord, Board president, Southwood_Park@yahoo.com, 312-7532. 

 

Keeping Up Our Spirits 
Everyone will be at home or out walking the neighborhood the 

next few weeks. How can we safely keep each others spirits up? 

• Keep kids entertained on walks by putting teddy bears in 

our windows for them to find.  It’s a “bear hunt”! 

• People are putting hearts in their windows.  

• Holiday lights on their houses.  

• Inspiring, cheery messages on their sidewalks in chalk.   

• Check out the wild yard decorations on Sherwood Terrace 

near Foster Park.  We won’t spoil the surprises. 

• Finally, the City of Fort Wayne has started a movement to 

ask people to stand on their front porches at 7PM and wave 
to their neighbors.  These are just some of the little things 
we can do to keep each others spirits up.  We’re all in this 

together! 



 



June 6 and 

Sept. 12 
New FALL date for 2020! 

The Association places ads in Fort Wayne Newspapers 

and posts signs around the neighborhood.  You should 

post balloons or a sign in front of your house on that    

Saturday to let buyers know you are participating.  Avoid 

placing signs in the public right-of-way, especially on major 

streets outside the neighborhood. Doing so is illegal, and 

signs are often confiscated by “sign patrol vigilantes” in 

other neighborhoods.  

Association Garage Sales are great way to make space 

around the house, earn a little pocket cash, and get out 

and meet your neighbors! If there is still a STAY at HOME 

order in June, watch for a rescheduled date. 

Thoughts About Animals 
• Unlike the rest of us, dogs are loving the stay at home 

order.  Walks all the time!  But please pick up after 

your dog. A photo of a “regular offender” can result 

in files from Animal Care and Control. Call 311. 

• Nuisance barking is defined by the City as 15 minutes 

continuous, or 20 minutes in an hour. 

• Cats should be kept indoors, please. 

• Rats are attracted by 

pet feces, bird feeders 

and yard    debris.  Keep 

it clean!  Call Allen 

County Vector Control 

at 449-7459. 

Tire and TV Amnesty Program 

NEW!  MAY 16th, 7-9 AM ONLY! 

Historic Southwood Park is partnering with the association in 
the Hoagland Masterson neighborhood to provide a way for you 
to legally get rid of unwanted tires and televisions.  Their    
neighborhood uses this as a way to raise funds at $.75 per tire 

and $1 per TV. You can drop off items at the park strip of 
board member Sierah Barnhart, 4716 Arlington, on MAY 16 
ONLY, before 9AM.  If May goes well, our Board will consider 

offering this service in other months.   

Save the Date! 

JULY 25TH 
for the Summer Picnic and 

Block Party! 

Food!  Music!  Fun and games! 

Sidewalk Reimbursement 
Need a new sidewalk in front of your house or your whole 
block? The City will now pay HALF the cost of sidewalk re-
pairs. Typically one sidewalk square costs $100.  

The Association is willing to help, but you must act quickly. 
$3000 is budgeted for sidewalk reimbursement. We will reim-
burse 50% of residents’ costs, up to $500, while the budget 

lasts.  Email Southwood_Park@yahoo.com with questions. 
 
This is on a first-come, first served basis. Contact us if you 
have questions and if you are applying.  

Award Home Nominees 
Nothing denotes “pride on ownership” quite like an 

Award Home sign in the yard.  Nominate a deserving 

homeowner!  Contact VP Erika Stuller. 

Street or Alley Lights 
Call 311 or use the City’s 311 app to report burned out 

or blinking street or alley lights.  Have the address and 

pole number handy to make the report. 



Flamingo Fridays  
If you said you want an outdoor activity, or you want to 
meet people in the neighborhood, this event is for you!  
BYOB, a chair, a dish to share, and enjoy the company of 
the coolest neighbors in town.    Currently on HOLD. 

We can’t wait for the “COVID-19 all clear” when it’s safe 
to “flamingle” and see you there!  Dates to be announced 

online. 

Want to host in the future?  Contact board member Nadine Rager at 241-0827 or nadinerage@gmail.com for more info!  

Tree-Planting in Historic Southwood Park 
Once upon a time, parts of Southwood Park were covered in valua-
ble trees.  The developers referred to it as a “forest primeval”.  The 
photo shows a map of a small portion of the neighborhood, the 

4200 block of Tacoma Avenue.  All of the dots on the map were 
mature trees that existed at that time. White Oak was the most 
common tree on the map.  Many came down as houses were built, 

and many others died over the last century. Of all the dots on the 
map of that block, less than half a dozen still stand. 
 
The survey showed that we highly value our mature urban tree 

canopy. But just like everything else, we have a part to play in main-
taining that tree canopy.  The Association Board is doing several things to help our tree canopy: 
1) We are compiling a list of folks requesting a City street tree, paid by the Association.  Several people let us know they are in-

terested.  Thank you! (We’ll let you know when we hear updates.) 
2) Historic Southwood Park is cooperating with Historic Fairmont to request dozens of trees from the City on Fairfield Avenue 
from Rudisill to Pettit.  We’ll keep our fingers crossed. 

3) We are also partnering with West Rudisill Association to request trees along Tacoma from Rudisill to Foster Parkway.  
4) Volunteers will conduct 60 Emerald Ash Borer treatments for our surviving ash street trees this spring. 
5) Southwood Park purchased 100 white oak seedlings from the Indiana Department of Forestry to plant in yards.  All 100 were 

claimed.  Thank you to everyone who took and planted trees!  
You can be involved by requesting a City street tree.  The Association will request and pay for one for you.  If you want to stretch 
our tree budget further, you can donate to the fund or request one on your own for $50.  A free way to participate is to let a 

“volunteer” spring seedling grow in your yard.  You can move it to an ideal spot far enough from wires and buildings. 
Keep the wood in SouthWOOD Park! 

In other news… 
• Need a smoke detector or carbon monoxide detector?  

Free ones are available from FWFD.  Call 311. 

• Are you interested in volunteering to help the neigh-
borhood or to run for the Association Board? Contact 

any board member or email us for more information. 

• Did you file your 2020 US Census online yet?  Why wait?  

It’s easy and quick to complete.   

• Support nearby LOCAL businesses by ordering carryout 

during the great shut-in.  We have to support the places 

we love! 

• If you see suspicious activity, call 911 or 427-1222 to 
reach the FWPD Desk Sergeant.  It isn’t “bothering” the 

police to phone them! 

On Tacoma and Prange... 
...there is destruction of City property.  In the Tacoma and 
Prange esplanade, which is public—not private—property,  

kids are digging trenches, ripping bark from trees, building bike 
ramps, leaving tools and lumber strewn about.   This is allowed 
in your own yard.  Please repair the damage. Please take your 

things home.   
 
We don’t enjoy public shaming, or 
scolding kids... but this has gone 

way past “kids playing outside”. 
 
When you see this in progress, 

please call 427-1222 for the desk 

sergeant. 

 



Historic Southwood Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

c/o Above & Beyond Community Management 

507 Airport North Office Park 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

 


